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absent.    There will be u. natural inclination to appear very
mad in (lie eyes of those with whom he (Tomes in contact,
Though an attack of insanity may occur suddenly such an
onset is rare, except in cases ot"  acute mania; whereas
feigned insanity occurs without any premonitory indica-
tions to mark its commencement.    We must, therefore, be
very careful in our  diagnosis at  the   beginning  of  the
seizure, from the fact that some true cases of mania do
occasionally come on suddenly.    The apparent irrationality
of a feigner is generally of a characteristic kind.    He will
shout out loudly, and there will le no consistency in what he
says.    Now,  a  lunatic,  though  talking in   an  irrational
manner,  will nevertheless to a certain extent be intelli-
gible.    Those intimately associated with him will distin-
guish Ms meaning, and what he wishes to convey.    The
feigner, as a rule, omits the emotional features of mental
disorder.    He does not appear to be aware of the fact that
the lunatic does not conform himself outwardly differently
from the sane.

Importance of The history of the patient and his antecedents will also
previous history. very materially assist our diagnosis. Where can we trace
any cause for this sudden lunacy ? Has the patient exper-
ienced any unusual worry or unnecessary excitement of
late ? Are 4here any troubles present or impending ? Can
any possible assignable reason be given for this outburst
of madness in one who has generally been regarded as a
rational being ? Can any explanation be given why it
should benefit him to show madness ? All these queries
should be attentively considered. The physical endurance
required to enable a sane man to portray the violence and
ravings of acute maniacal excitement, is so excessive, and
the exhaustion so great, that it is a moral impossibility for
him to keep up this deception for any length of time. The
feigner sinks from sheer muscular exhaustion, and the fraud
is discovered. It is impossible under careful observation,
to maintain such a fiction for any length of time. A real
maniac when excited and violent is not, apparently so
affected, The shouting, struggling, and violence in his